
I’m A Man 
Lesson 9: I’m A Man Who Witnesses 

Jesus’ last words to His disciples indicated that He wanted His followers to tell others about 
Him.  He said, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 
1:8).   After uttering those words, Jesus ascended into heaven.  Scripture records, “After he 
had said this, he was taken up as they were watching, and a cloud took him out of their sight” 
(Acts 1:9).  Last words are often regarded as being significant.  If we apply the common cultural 
convention to Jesus’ final utterances, the work of witnessing on behalf of Him should be of 
monumental importance to men within Christ’s church.

	 Unfortunately, most Christian men rarely tell others about Jesus.  Most have settled into 
a spiritual rut, going through the motions of religion while having no active desire to introduce 
others to Christ.  Their schedules are too busy to think about the souls around them.  They are 
easily excited about earthly things, but matters of eternity don’t cross their minds too often.  

	 J.C. Ryle commented on the need for Christians to own their responsibility to witness.  
He said, “Christians ought to tell others that they have found medicine for their souls.”   1

Christian duty calls men to witness.  How can we become faithful in this area?  Let’s consider 
four necessities for becoming a man who witnesses.


A COMMITMENT TO MINISTRY 
Being a witness for Christ starts with a simple recognition that every member of the body of 
Christ has a part to play in the work of the church.  If you are a born-again believer, the Lord 
wants to use you to introduce other people to Himself.  By His Divine design, every man in the 
church is to be an instrument for sharing the gospel with others.  There are no exceptions to 
this rule.

	 Paul spoke of this reality in his second letter to the church at Corinth.  In 2 Corinthians 
5:17, the apostle shared truth concerning the gospel message.  He said, “Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has come!”  Paul’s 
words are often repeated within the modern church.  The verse is one many Christians have 
memorized.  The truth contained within it warms our hearts, and rightfully so.  We love to think 
of the way in which Christ has made us new.  I remember the way in which the verse resonated 
with me when I was a new Christian.

	 Though we often give great attention to 2 Corinthians 5:17, we sometimes overlook the 
verse that followed it.  In the succeeding verse, Paul said, “Everything is from God, who has 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and has given us the ministry of reconciliation” (2 
Corinthians 5:18).  The apostle’s words highlighted one of the great themes of the gospel — 
reconciliation.  

	 The Greek word rendered “reconciled” was one that spoke of two enemies becoming 
friends.   Used in reference to the gospel, it picturesquely portrayed the way in which the Lord 2

brings sinners into a relationship with Himself.  Though believers were formerly estranged from 
God because of their sin (Ephesians 2:1), they were brought near to God by the blood of Jesus 
(Ephesians 2:13).  What awesome truth!  We were once enemies of God, but we are now 
friends with God (John 15:15)!

	 Scripture’s emphasis on reconciliation is wonderful.  It is nice to know that we have a 
personal relationship with God; however, it is important to note that our friendship with God 
does not end with ourselves.  Reconciliation does not only call us to enjoy our friendship with 
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God.  It also calls us to share that friendship.  This is evidenced by Paul’s assertion that God 
“has given us the ministry of reconciliation.” 

	 The word rendered “ministry” in 2 Corinthians 5:18 was one Paul used often in his 
writing to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 12:5; 2 Corinthians 3:7, 8, 9; 4:1; 6:3; 8:4; 9:1, 12, 13; 
11:8).  In the ancient world, the term was normally applied to the work of a household servant.  
Most commonly, it spoke of the act of waiting on tables and serving food.   Paul used the term 3

in our text to speak of the way in which the Lord has commissioned each of us to serve and 
carry the gospel message of reconciliation to others.

	 I can relate to Paul’s teaching.  During my college and seminary years, I waited tables at 
a number of restaurants.  Some were simple sandwich shops or lunch places.  One was a 
pricey seafood restaurant that required waiters and waitresses to wear dry-cleaned, starched 
shirts and a bow tie.  For a brief season, I worked at a fine-dining restaurant.  My favorite was 
probably a whole-in-the-wall Italian place owned and operated by a husband and wife from 
Long Island, New York.

	 Though the tapestry and fare changed from restaurant to restaurant, the mission was 
was the same in each place — deliver food!  My job required that I interact with the general 
public.  I had to be friendly and ask pertinent questions.  A sensitivity to people’s wants and 
needs was a must.  I communicated with the kitchen as needed, and I worked to get the 
desired entrees, appetizers, drinks, and salads to my guests in a timely fashion.  A misstep in 
any of these points resulted in failure in my job.

	 Every illustration breaks down at some point.  My experiences as a waiter in modern 
restaurants may not be totally congruent with the tasks of a first-century household servant.  
However, the point still remains — we men are called to serve so that the message of 
reconciliation may reach others.  We sometimes see evangelism and missions as being the job 
of pastors, missionaries, and vocational ministers alone.  Scripture sees things differently.

	 God’s Word regards every member of the body of Christ as being a minister.  If you 
have been reconciled to God, He wants you to play a part in others being reconciled.  Scripture 
calls you to serve so that others might be made right with God.  This is fundamental to being a 
Christian man.  The Lord saved you so that you might relate to Him and reflect His glory to 
others (Matthew 5:13).  Are you involved in the ministry of reconciliation?  Have you shared the 
gospel with any one lately?  Has the Lord ever used you to introduce someone else to Himself?  
Are you involved in some type of ministry that gives you a platform to tell others about Jesus?  
Are you using your spiritual gifts so that others might know the Lord?


AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE GOSPEL 
To lead others to Christ, you must be well-acquainted with the message of Christ.  You must be 
crystal-clear concerning the gospel.  Many men are deficient in this area.  Christian cliches and 
misunderstandings of the Christian message keep them from being faithful and effective 
witnesses.

	 I recall an experience in which I and another man from my church sought to witness to 
another man.  A couple within our congregation asked us to reach out to one of their family 
members.  Their son-in-law was an obvious unbeliever.  He had no interest in the things of 
Christ.  Since I and the other man from our church had a previously-established relationship 
with their son-in-law, the couple thought we might be able to make an impression on him.

	 We scheduled a time to meet.  We hung out and talked about the normal stuff of life.  
Eventually, I attempted to turn the conversation toward spiritual matters.  Seeing where things 
were going, the other Christian man abruptly asked the non-christian man, “When are you 
going to get your butt in Church?”  

	 The terse question was obviously not received well.  The unbelieving man bristled up.  
He was defensive and he changed the subject.  From that point forward, he wasn’t too 
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interested in any of our talk about Jesus.  I walked away from the encounter greatly 
disappointed.

	 My disappointment wasn’t based on the man’s rejection of Christ alone.  There will 
always people who spurn our Lord.  I was most disturbed by my friend’s way of talking about 
spiritual matters.  He didn’t focus on Jesus or the gospel.  He attempted to win our friend to 
Christ by talking about religious things — man-centered things.  He failed to share the Christian 
message!

	 My example is an extreme one.  Not everyone misses the mark in witnessing in such a 
flagrant way, but many fail in their gospel presentations nonetheless.  Such failure is tragic.  
When we don’t stick to the plain message of Christ, we cut ourselves off from the power of 
God.  You see, Scripture teaches that the gospel message is supernaturally endowed with 
spiritual strength to convert souls.  Paul said, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it 
is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the 
Greek” (Romans 1:16).  In another place, he said, “So faith comes from what is heard, and 
what is heard comes through the message about Christ” (Romans 10:17).  

	 According to Scripture, people must hear the clear, unadulterated gospel message in 
order to be saved.  What does this mean for us?  Quite simply, it means we must be prepared 
to share the true gospel message.  Appeals for people to attend church will not save anyone.  
Vague invitations for people to “invite Jesus into their hearts,” “give their heart to Christ,” or 
“make a decision to follow Jesus” will not suffice.  Christian men must proclaim the gospel if 
they want to see others converted by the gospel.  This begs the question — what is the 
gospel? 

	 To answer that question, we need to look no further than the preaching of Jesus.  What 
was the message He proclaimed?  Mark’s gospel is helpful in this regard.  He described Jesus’ 
mode of preaching and evangelism by saying, “After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God: ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 
near. Repent and believe the good news!’” (Mark 1:14-15).  It is right to regard Jesus as the 
best example for witnessing.  From His mode of evangelism, we find that our attempts at 
sharing the gospel should contain two simple appeals.


Turn from Sin 
Jesus first called people to “repent.”  In the original language of the New Testament, the Greek 
word Mark used referred to the act of changing or turning.  In relation to the gospel, the term 
conveyed the idea of turning from sin and turning to Christ.  It depicted one changing his or her 
mind about sin and self.

	 Such a change of mind is a fundamental necessity for salvation; yet, many are stripping 
their gospel presentations of this appeal nowadays.  Out of a fear of offending people, many 
are silent about sin.  They encourage people to believe in God or Jesus, but they do not dare 
call people sinners.  It is worth noting that even demons believe in God (James 2:19).  Mere 
belief in God saves no one.  Genuine repentance is a must.

	 Our removal of repentance from our preaching and witnessing has brought untold harm 
on the church.  Scores of false converts have a false assumption that they are saved.  They’ve 
believed that mere believing in God has delivered them from sin and hell.  They are unaware 
that true faith always results in good works (Matthew 7:16-20; Ephesians 2:8-10; James 
2:14-26; and Revelation 20:12).

	 Another consequence of preaching or evangelizing without an emphasis on repentance 
is the fact that such preaching produces no conviction in the hearts or souls of lost people.  If a 
preacher or witness doesn’t mention the subject of sin, people are unlikely to see their need for 
Jesus.  Why run to Jesus for forgiveness if one is not a sinner? 


Trusting the Savior 
Our gospel summons should start with an emphasis on sin, but they should conclude with an 
explanation of salvation.  Jesus called people to “repent,” but He also called them to “believe 
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the good news!”  The word translated “believe” in Mark 1:15 is one that was used elsewhere in 
the New Testament to speak of the faith that is necessary for salvation (Acts 16:34; Romans 
10:9-11; Ephesians 1:13).  

	 It is critical to understand that such belief is not a simple mental assertion to the facts of 
Christianity.  One can mentally accept that Jesus is the Son of God and not be saved.  In fact, 
an encounter Jesus had with a demon shortly after He began His preaching ministry in Mark’s 
gospel illustrates this point.  See Mark 1:24.

	 The belief that saves involves more than mental acceptance of religious information.  It 
is a trust or confidence in the person of Christ.  It is a faith that Jesus alone is the one who can 
remedy humanity’s sin problem.  The belief that saves is a belief that the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Christ is the only hope of rescue from sin and death.  The Bible says, “For you 
are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift— not from 
works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

	 If you want to be a good gospel witness, you must be aware of these realities.  You 
must be prepared to call others to turn from and sin and trust the Savior.  Jesus has given you 
a clear example in how to tell others about Him.  No other message has the power to convert 
souls.  Be clear about sin and the Savior, and the Lord can use you to introduce others to His 
salvation. 


A PRAYER LIFE THAT STRENGTHENS WITNESSING 
Once you are burdened to share Christ and well-acclimated to the truth of Christ, it’s time for 
you to get busy witnessing for Him.  Such activity, however, must be undergirded by spiritual 
power.  None can faithfully and effectively witness unless he first prays.  The early church knew 
this to be true.  When they set about to fulfill the Lord’s command from Acts 1:8, they started 
by praying.  Scripture records, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer” (Acts 2:42).

	 Paul followed in the footsteps of the first apostles.  His ministry was continually and 
consistently marked by prayer.  Though he himself suffered greatly for Christ (2 Corinthians 
11:24-29), and though he undoubtedly had some sort of nagging physical ailment (2 
Corinthians 12:6-9; Galatians 4:12-15), his requests for prayer were most often centered on the 
advancement of the gospel.  In his second letter to the Thessalonians, we find an example of 
his fervent commitment to such prayer.  He requested intercessions from his readers, saying, 
“In addition, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and 
be honored, just as it was with you” (2 Thessalonians 3:1). 

	 The prayers of Paul and the early church provide a precedent for us.  If we want to have 
the presence and power of God on our attempts at witnessing, we must be people of prayer.  
By ourselves, we are helpless to change minds and change lives.  We need Holy Spirit power 
and strength.  When we witness according to the abilities of our intellect and strength, we get 
what we can do.  When we pray and seek the power of the Lord’s presence, we get what He 
can do!

	 How does this work practically?  When I was a young Christian, I had an older believer 
encourage me to daily pray for my witness.  He taught me to pray, “Lord, send me someone 
today to whom I can be a witness.”  By praying in that way, I discovered that I went into my 
daily routine with the right type of mindset.  Additionally, I learned that prayer is powerful tool 
for developing a heart for lost people.

	 Nowadays, I have made my prayer for my witness more robust. My goal is to spend 
several minutes each day over the topic.  I first devote myself to praying generally that the Lord 
would give me a heart for the lost.  I ask God to give me a compassion for lost people similar 
to the one Jesus had (Mark 6:34) and to give me a burden for unbelievers similar to the one 
Paul had (Romans 9:1-2).  I pray that the Lord would make me into a type of man who 
witnesses nearly every day.  Time is spent interceding over a list of non-Christian people who 
are close to me.  I pray that the Spirit would work in each one’s heart and that the Lord would 
give me opportunities to share the gospel with them.
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	 From personal experience, I can testify that such prayer produces a result.  When I 
regularly pray for my witness, it seems I am more prepared to witness.  I believe the Holy Spirit 
uses my prayers to soften my heart spiritually.  As I interact with others, I have more of a 
tendency to think of their souls.  If you want to be a man who witnesses, consider carving out 
time for a similar commitment to prayer.


A PREPARATION FOR SHARING 
Though I took many classes over my four years of college, one stands out in particular — 
public speaking.  On the first day of class, our teacher shared about how research revealed 
that the fear of speaking in public was one of the number one fears amongst society.  I didn’t 
need a peer-reviewed journal article to convince me.  Though the semester had hardly started, 
I was already dreading the day in which I had to stand before my peers.  When the day finally 
game, my hands trembled and my voice quaked as I gave my first speech.

	 Most can relate to my experience.  The fear of speaking in public seems to be one most 
people share.  For many Christians, however, there is another fear that seems almost as 
dreadful — the fear of sharing one’s faith.  In fact, many never tell others about Jesus for this 
very reason.  They go years and years, some go a lifetime, without sharing the gospel with 
close family members, friends, co-workers, or neighbors.

	 I must be honest.  Even after years of studying the Bible and serving as a pastor, I still 
struggle with this fear.  Just recently I shared the gospel with an unchurched man in my 
neighborhood.  There was a twinge of anxiety in my heart as I began to speak.

	 The fear of rejection, or the fear of saying the wrong thing, often besets even the most 
mature of believers.  Is there anything we can do to overcome our apprehensions?  I believe 
our fallen nature and the nature of our fallen world will always make witnessing a bit tough; 
however, I do think there are some things we can do to ease the tension often associated with 
sharing the gospel.  Consider four actions that have helped me.


Pray.

We’ve already spoken about the importance of prayer in personal evangelism, but I mention it 
here again for a reason.  Scripture indicates that the early church specifically prayed they 
would have boldness to speak the Word of God.  After facing imprisonment and persecution, 
they prayed, “And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant that your servants may speak 
your word with all boldness” (Acts 4:29).  The word rendered “boldness” was a Greek word that 
spoke of a freedom or frankness in speaking.   If you want to overcome your fear of telling 4

others about Jesus, do what the early church did.  Pray that the Lord would make you bold.  
His Spirit will work in your heart, soul, and mind to give you more confidence in Him and a 
greater degree of freedom in speaking about Him.


Establish people of peace. 
When Jesus sent His disciples out to minister, He told them to pay careful attention to the 
receptivity of the people with whom they shared.  He said, “If any place does not welcome you 
or listen to you, when you leave there, shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against 
them” (Mark 6:11).  There is a powerful principle in Jesus’ instruction.  It is one that has often 
been referred to by the moniker “people of peace.”  Disciples should not invest too much in 
those who willfully reject gospel summons.  They should be sensitive to those who seem open 
to spiritual conversations, to those who are friendly to Christ’s messengers.

	 You interact with all types of people everywhere you go.  There will be various level of 
spiritual interest amongst the people you meet.  Learn to identify people who are prospects for 
gospel conversations.  Be strategic.  Create a list.  I have a list of people of peace for whom I 
regularly pray concerning salvation.  The list is made of individuals within five different circles of 
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influence — my family, my neighborhood, my workplace, my interactions in marketplaces, and 
my interactions in places of recreation.  

	 Many guys complain that they have no one to whom they can witness.  I have a hard 
time understanding that perspective.  Look around.  Consider the people you cross paths with 
on a regular basis.  You likely interact with numerous unbelievers on a weekly basis.  Start 
seeing the fields that are white unto harvest.  Get focused on the people of peace with whom 
you can share the gospel.


Be ready to say something. 
It’s unlikely you’ll be a faithful and effective witness if you aren’t mentally and spiritually 
prepared to share the gospel.  Many men excuse the fact that they never share the gospel by 
saying, “I don’t know what to say!”  Scripture exposes such reasoning as a copout. It puts the 
burden for being prepared on our shoulders.  It says, “but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord 
as holy, ready at any time to give a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 
that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15).  The word translated “defense” was the Greek word from which 
we get our word “apology.”  The term “apologetics,” a field of study that deals with defending 
the Christian faith, is derived from the word.  

	 Writing by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Peter indicated that all believers have a 
responsibility for preparing themselves to share the gospel.  Such a preparation should be a 
normal part of Christian discipleship.  Either by memorizing verses, storing a gospel outline in 
one’s head, or preparing oneself to share his testimony, Christian men should work to ready 
themselves for gospel witness.  Not knowing what to say is not an excuse.  The Lord calls us 
to be prepared.


Be equipped with resources to share. 
One last tip.  I have found that giving away resources can be really helpful to opening the door 
to gospel conversations. I’ve used tracts, small books, card, and stickers that contain gospel 
messages or simple Bible verses.  Such tools are helpful for a couple of reasons.  First, they 
leave listeners with something in their hand.  Who knows how the gospel message on a tract or 
card might make an impression after you are gone.  Second, such tools often provide an easy 
transition into starting a spiritual conversation.  I’ve found that saying something like, “Hey, I’ve 
got something I would like to give you” can be disarming.  It removes a little of the 
awkwardness associated with witnessing. 


GO TO THEM 
It was Winnie the Pooh who said, “You can't stay in your corner of the forest waiting for others 
to come to you. You have to go to them sometimes.” Learn a lesson from a cute cartoon 
character.  Christ has called us to go into our circle of influences and make Him known.  Work 
hard, pray, and do the spiritual preparation necessary.  Ready yourself to be a man who 
witnesses for Christ in this dark world!
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